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FEoreword

ki)

Afghanistan is considered prone to a number of natural hazards, such as earthquakes, floods, droughts, landslides,
avalanches, as well as human-made disasters. Earthquakes are relatively frequent, being more prevalent in the north
and northeast regions, where they often trigger landslides. Floods are common in the south and southeast regions in
the spring when snow begins to melt and rainfall is heavy.

The loss of lives, livelihoods, and property as a result of disasters continues to escalate. Afghanistan has a large and
diverse landscape thatis susceptible to a variety of natural hazards. According to OCHA, from 2012 to 2019, more than
1.4 million people were affected by natural hazards throughout the 34 provinces of Afghanistan. Over three decades
of conflict, coupled with environmental degradation, and insufficient investment in disaster risk reduction strategies,
have contributed to reducing the capacity of the Afghan people to cope with the sudden shock of natural hazards. On
average, such disasters affect 200,000 people every year. This trend is set to worsen unless more private and public
investment strategies start to reduce the vulnerability and exposure of people and assets to natural hazards. This will
require a shift from reactive approaches that manage disasters, to proactive ones, that instead manage disaster risk. |
am pleased to witness that this change is underway, thanks to the commitment of ANDMA and their partners.
Substantial progress has been recorded in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005—2015 in all
regions and the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) is gaining pace.
However, disasters do not occur in a vacuum but are instead rooted in climatic/biophysical processes, human actions,
as well as social, economic, and political structures. Climate change, (in)security, limited public resources, land
degradation, population growth, and lack of economic/human capital (e.g. illiteracy, material poverty, and limited job
opportunities) are a few specific examples of the many disaster drivers in Afghanistan. Due to the frequency of re-
occurring disasters and low coping capacity of communities, the risks are compounded, making it difficult for them to
access disaster recovery planning, capacity building, and training programs, etc.

Accurate, timely, and understandable information on disaster risk and losses should be integral to both private and
publicinvestment planning decisions. This “Atlas of risk profile” is one major step forward in this effort to increase the
understanding of hazard, vulnerability, exposure, and risk. The Atlas presents in detail the distribution of disaster risk,
which, if not addressed, willundermine sustainable development efforts in many parts of the country.

The resultis a truly remarkable effort of ANDMA, iMMAP, and all other associated institutions that will be very useful
for disaster risk policymakers and practitioners at the national and city level.

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to all the ANDMA and iMMAP team of experts who have made this
Atlas possible and extend my congratulations for their achievement in developing this publication.

iMMAP would also like to extend its sincere gratitude to USAID/OFDA. Over the years, USAID/OFDA has generously
funded iIMMAP to actively provide specialized technical support to ANDMA, supporting informed decision-making

processes related to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation efforts in Afghanistan.
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